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Panama without detention or observation. The passengers were from 
southern ports, but I do not know which ones. The quarantine 
authorities are not equipped to care for Vessels from infected ports, 
as the} 7 have absolutely no quarantine plant or facilities at this port. 

Organization and regulation of the practice of medicine. 
Law No. 18, of 1904. 

The national convention of the Republic of Panama, under author- 
ity of paragraph 2, article 29, of the constitution of the Republic, 
decrees: 

Art. 1. — In order to practice the profession of medicine or surgeiy 
in the Republic of Panama it is necessary, and sufficient, to possess a 
diploma of capacity, approved by the national board of health. 

In those parts of the Republic in which there are no graduates of 
medicine, either native or foreign, the authorities of these parts will 
tolerate during the time that this state of things exists, certain per- 
sons that possess some knowledge of the practice of medicine to 
continue giving their advice when requested. 

Art. 2. — The national board of health shall constitute the examining 
board for the Republic, but it shall not be a school of medicine, nor 
shall it have power to confer university degrees. 

All persons who desire to practice medicine or surgery, or any of 
its branches, shall be required to present a diploma that shall be 
examined and approved by the board, after an examination in the 
form and according to the programme that the said board may 
establish for each case. 

If the examination results favorably the doctor shall have the right 
to the approval of his diploma, which will give him the right to freely 
practice his profession in all parts of the Republic. Failing in the 
examination, a new examination will not be allowed until six successive 
months have passed. 

The national board of health, in order to carry out the provisions 
of this article, shall have authority to name the supernumerary 
examiners that they may think necessary. 

Art. 3. — Those examined, each time that they shall request the 
approval of their diplomas, shall deposit previously in the general 
treasury of the Republic the sum of $200, and shall pay in advance 
to each examiner, as a fee, $10 for each session that they attend. 

These amounts shall be payable in the current national money of 
the day of payment. 

Art. 4- — The diplomas in medicine and surgery issued legally in 
Colombia in favor of Panama before the 3d day of November, 1903, 
are national, and are authorit} 7 to practice medicine for life in any 
part of the Republic of Panama without the necessity for further 
approval. 

The Panamans, who before the date mentioned had obtained a 
degree as a physician or surgeon in any medical college, shall have the 
right to practice the profession in the Republic without examination 
or payment of fees. 

Also are authorized to practice medicine or surgery without exam- 
ination or payment of fees, all those physicians with a diploma of 
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capacity, who, at the date of approval of this law, were practicing 
medicine or surgery in the Republic. 

When any of the physicians to whom this article refers desire to 
have their diploma examined and approved by the national board of 
health it shall be done without other formality than the request of 
the owner of the diploma. 

Art. 5. — The natives of those countries that prohibit graduate Pan- 
amans from the practice of medicine or surgery will not be allowed 
to practice medicine or surgery in Panama, nor shall their diplomas 
be approved. This is in accordance with the provisions of article 9 
of the national constitution. 

Art. 6. In order to exercise the functions of medical officer, of what- 
ever nature they may be, it is necessary to possess a university degree 
or diploma in medicine or surgery, according to the circumstances, 
which has been approved by the national board of health as required 
by this law; or he shall be included in one of the excepted classes 
mentioned in article 4. 

Art. 7. — The national board of health is empowered to organize and 
regulate, when they think it necessary, everything relating to the 
practice of the dentists, midwives, undergraduates, pharmacists, and 
veterinarians, according to the spirit of this law. 

They shall also regulate the sale of medicines, drugs, and poisons. 

The persons authorized by this law to practice medicine shall have 
the right to dispense, for all time, the substances to which this article 
refers, but subject in this case to the regulations that the national 
board of health dictates for the pharmacists. 

Art. 8. Those that break this law shall be subject to tines that shall 
be turned into the general public treasury, of from $20 to $200 for each 
infraction, according to the gravity and recurrence of the offense. 
These fines will not relieve the offender of any criminal responsibility 
that he shall have incurred. 

The national board of health shall fix in its regulations the penalties 
that shall be applied to those that exercise unlawfully any of the auxil- 
iary branches of medicine, in the proportion established by this article 
for the physicians and surgeons, save in those infractions to which the 
penal code will apply. 

The governors of the provinces are charged with the proper admin- 
istration of this article, when infractions are noted officially or upon 
the report of any citizen. In case of doubt the national board of 
health shall be consulted, and their decision shall be final. 

The governors are personally responsible to the public treasury for 
the fines that are not collected, as their own debt. 

Art. 9. — Excepted from this law are the stipulations contained in 
the public treaties that exist between the Republic of Panama and all 
foreign powers. 

Art. 10. — All resolutions or orders contrary to the letter or spirit of 
this law are hereby repealed. 

Given in Panama, March 23, 1904. 

Luis de Roux, President National Assembly. 
Juan Brin, Secretary. 



